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any line, straight or curved. I allow, therefore, that the
progressive motion of the planet, no less than its gravita-
tion, must arise from the incessant activity of the mind
which animates it. Do you then imagine, you will say to
me, that the mind puts forth two acts; one which by itself
would produce uniform motion in a straight line ; another,
which by itself would produce an accelerated motion of
the planet in a straight line towards the sun? and that
these separate actions, constantly put forth in the same
instant, produce the compound effect of the unequal
motion in the curve? Or do you suppose that two minds
animate the planet; one endeavouring to project it, the
other to urge it towards the sun: and that a third mind
comprises the matter between the two, by advising the
planet to take a middle path between their several direc-
tions? I embrace no such hypothesis. I would employ
neither two nor three minds, nor imagine several acts
of one mind. I suppose that by a simple individual               ;>;

act   Mind   produces  the  motion  of the  planet  in   the               |

curve.         ; .             .                                       .         .                       f

But I would wish your Lordship to consider, whether               I

though the act of the mind be simple and one, the effect
wrought upon body may not be compounded, and divisible
into parts. It seems to me that the effect must partake
of the nature of that substance in which it is wrought, as
well as of that which is the cause of it Here an effect is
wrought, by a simple cause, in an extended compound
substance. Will the effect be perfectly simple, like its               ;

cause? or will it not rather partake of the divisibility of               J:

the substance, in which it is produced ?    I apprehend that               I;

many acts, even of the intelligent mind, are  simple  in                f

themselves, which produce effects  on body much com-               ?

pounded, and divisible into many parts.     In the case                \

under consideration, let us  suppose a  plane  surface of                \

some firm unyielding   matter, to be placed in  contact                 !   disputed   very   much
